Defining the indications, types and biomaterials of corpectomy cages in the thoracolumbar spine.
Osteomyelitis, tumors and fractures of the thoracolumbar spine comprise a wide spectrum of pathology of the anterior column that can be safely addressed with cages. Mesh cages have been traditionally used; however, expandable devices are gaining popularity due to better correction of sagittal deformity, less subsidence and technical advantages (easier to insert especially through a posterior approach and tighter fit). In addition, nonmetallic cages (poly-ether-ether-ketone/carbon fibers, hydroxyapatite and ceramics) offer some distinct advantages over titanium, being more inert/biocompatible, osteoconductive and radiolucent. Treatment is also shifted towards minimally invasive surgery, rendering corpectomy a far less-morbid operation than it used to be.